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possible for hesitation on the part of the compiler, or
for criticism on the part of the public. Again, a main
use of the accounts of a State is to facilitate the
adjustment of the current expenditure and revenue,
and they will not subserve this purpose unless they
can be expeditiously completed. Accounts four years
old may be interesting historically or otherwise; but
they will be of scanty use to the statesman who
desires to ensure solvency during the current year, or
to frame the estimates of the coming one.

For these and similar reasons Her Majesty's Indian
Government, shortly after the transfer of the country
to the Crown, found it necessary to reorganize the
structure of the public accounts. The finance and
revenue accounts of India are now kept in the simplest
possible form. The revenues as they accrue, and the
disbursements as they take place, are recorded under
a few uniform headings, whatever the year to which
they relate. Transfer entries and adjustments between
different branches are admitted only if of grave im-
portance and after full discussion. The' distinction
between capital and revenue is unknown; or is recog-
nised only in the separate heading of' extraordinary'
expenditure, namely, that on reproductive Public
Works. The finance and revenue accounts purport
only to be roughly classified cash accounts. They do
not pretend to show either the net cost of any indi-
vidual service, still less of any branch of a service;
or the exact net produce of any item of revenue*
When such details are wanted (and as a matter of
fact they often become of prime importance), they